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CANBERRA'S PEDESTRIAN BOULEVARDE 
The recent installation of a light refreshment 
and flower-sales kiosk in a plaza near the heart of 
Canberra's main business centre, provides another facility 
in an area which is becoming increasingly attractive 
and interesting for pedestrians. 
The introduction of the first stage of what will 
be a comprehensive pedestrian system for the city has 
proved very successful and planning is proceeding on other 
stages. -
In November 1971» a number of inner city streets 
were temporarily closed to traffic to allow Canberra!s 
planning and development authority, the National Capital 
Development Commission, to assess its proposals for a 
series of pedestrian plazas in the city. For the four-month 
trial period, roads were blocked off and flowers, trees, 
shrubs and specially painted seats were placed in the area 
and temporary lighting installed to give the pedestrian 
area a lively atmosphere. 
The trial closure was enthusiastically received 
by the public and commerce and resulted in* firm designs 
going forward for staged-development of permanent 
pedestrian areas. 
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The first area to be permanently paved was a 
section of Petrie Street (now Petrie Plaza) outside 
a major shopping mall and other businesses. Planter 
boxes and seats along with special lighting fixtures 
were installed and trees were planted, A community affairs 
notice board has since been erected and the latest 
installation was:the kiosk. 
The general design aim is to achieve liveliness 
and variety while maintaining a unified theme. The 
Commission believes it has achieved this in Petrie Plaza 
but is hoping for greater involvement by traders in the 
area to help add to the colour and interest for pedestrians. 
The length of Alinga Street from East Row to 
Allara Street will eventually be transformed into a 
pedestrian boulevard which will act as the main spine of 
the city pedestrian system, 
Subsidiary spaces, such as Garema Place, Petrie 
Pla za and Ainslie Gardens,.will open -off this main spine 
and offer a variety of informal areas forming a backdrop 
for band concerts, displays, market stalls, and children's 
play areas. 
Pedestrian-flow analyses and predictions suggest 
that the busiest sections will be adjacent to the shop 
fronts in Alinga Street at peak-movement periods. 
The design allows' for this by providing clear 
access-corridors against building facades for major 
movement with contrasting passive-use spaces in the 
central strip, ' . 
% 
These spaces will cater for people seeking sheltered 
seating whether it be for resting, reading, waiting 
or simply to watch the activity surrounding them. 
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A system of paving conforming to a three-
directional grid has been developed in response to the 
configuration of the existing spaces, particularly the 
curve in Alinga Street and the corner of Alinga Street 
and Garema Place, 
This triangular /hexagonal theme is further-
incorporated in the design of the seating, planter boxes 
and kiosko The colour and texture of the paving have 
been chosen to avoid discomfort from glare and to provide 
a non-slip surface. 
Planting is restricted to trees of the species 
already existing (planes and sycamores) with additional 
planting of a smaller scale in planter boxes, which would 
include native species. Trees are seen as a particularly 
important element in the street scene and when planted 
at close centres, will create continuous canopies 
affording protection against the summer sun, 
\ 
Lighting has been designed to create an atmosphere 
appropriate to the pedestrian space as well as performing 
a purely functional role„ Some low-level lights located 
among the shrubbery will accent the planting boxes by 
night. 
As successive stages of the pedestrian boulevard 
are implemented, the opportunity is available to make 
amendments in detail design to innovate new ideas and changes 
thought to be necessary from previous experience. 
In this way it is intended to provide the city retail 
and business centre with an amenity which will be appreciated 
by all sectors of the community, * 
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